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. Minutemen’s Recruiting

Up for .

ﬁ ‘;,;;'

secretive Minutemen organi-
_zation that is headquartered

tional political processes.”

_dated Nov, 4, prociaimed:

-out—the underground army

Stepped

By Harry Jones Jr. W
gpeclal to The Wwashington Post
NORBORNE, Mo, — While
many ultraconservatives
griashed their teeth Nov. 4,
the leader of the militant and

here seems to have accepled
the Cioldwater debacle with a
fatalistic sort of self-satisfac-
fion,

As far as 4l-year-old Robert

Bolivar DePugh-is. concerned,

ina landslide defeat of Sen.
Barry M. Goldwater simply

proved the wisdom of Min-
uleraen philaséphy - as  De-g

Pugh has articulated it since

jfounding the group four|g
years ago. It is, and has been:j

«Phe time is past when the
American peaple might have
saved themselves by tradi-

The first postelection lssuc
of the Minutemen's monthly
newsletter, “On Targe t,”

s«riie hopes of millions of
Amopricans that the Commu-
nist tide wcould be stopped
with ballots instead of bullets
have turned to dust.”

And so the Minutemen are
now stepping up their re-
cruiting efforts so that when
their expected Communist
takeover of the United States
soeurs—Iirom within or with-

of guerrilla fighters, infiltra-
tors, saboteurs and assassins
{hat DePugh says he has been
organizing will be ready for

frecdoim.

Ta hoost  recruiting,” this
Iatest "On Larget”  offers a
fepacial  reerulting Lkit" to
weeabers, including 20 book-
Tens Hiled *"T'he Minutemen,
Amparvica’s Last Tine of De-
fense 200 leaflets, 10 appli-
cetion  forms  and g fnew!
hifichin  en  suceessil re-
cruiting techndlgues.” '.L‘hc‘;
price: Just & dollac. i

Minuwtemen, U they have
peen good members, will al-}
ready have pald a 35 mem-
wership fee, $24 .4 year in
monthly dues, $5 a year for

the “On Target” spbscription

and 82 for the MipREOVEd
handhook on guerrilla warfare]|

“its heroie, last-ditch fight for| the things he has spoken are,

it hetween 25,000 and 46,000,

ebacle’

{preoccupation  with weapons|
of war. ] o

DePugh shrugs off theszations‘,’ or _sign’épi a petition
responsibllity of tryin toifor a g-.ertam thing, such &s!
; prolire that :11 he sayi ogf the ab_p lishing - the A”'OU?’“' Cona-,
] Mir}utemell, their activities or {?:,t‘:feeqon Un-American Ac]
th?u" SfiZO is 1ttrueil The ﬂr?t “When these begin to show
‘ggceep(t)io :QC‘KH(’{' seecui'?{;' i:=a consistent patiern ol fol-
4| essential to the effectivenessilzzlzgavéhfoam}tm u(::ll:ltdelll:w'
1of the gioup after the Red|> .20 oo art consicering]
4 1 takeover. o them fellow travelers, and if
. I there s a visible signi- jit contin;ues, you have to start!
{ficance to the Mjnutemen, it|iconsidering them Commu-
lis thercfore more in the rhe- |nists.

toric of the organization than|: DePugh acknowledges that
in its alleged size or scope of| bY the very nature of the
influcnce: For, repeatedly, a Minutemen — with no. tight
rhetoric of violence has been ‘chain of ¢oramand, little dis-
employed by DePugh and cipline, strict secretlveness
«On Target,” and it is vio- even within the organization
ence placed in the context _fow safepuards have been

i ‘of ultraright-wing anticommu.*protrided' to prevent some
\- nism. mentally unstable follower|

. Awmociated Fress | paplhans the grisllest ex- from using Minutemen gospel,

ROBERT B. DEPUGH ample of thls came in the as 'a “patriotic” justification
“.,.hopes...turned to dust” March 15, 1963, issue of “On for just about any act.
tautics. Including instructions| Targety’ which took out atier DePugh is now president of
on how (o creale a. home- 20 U.S. Representatives wholia small veterinary drug firm

iy . had voted against Increasin 'in Norborne, the Biolab Carp.
made bomb. High school and‘funds o t%le House Con{g- He first tried to start it in

ollege stude , \ - :
gcrlcef‘ea q%tlt-r);tt;i r}c():\‘,,v tﬂole [ 00.151. mittee on Un-American Ac-| 1954 but it failed. His secnn‘d
snd are assessed dues of only tivities. Calling them “Ju- :attem.pt, in 1959, was more
$1 a month. All members dases” and ‘“traitors” the successtul, and it grew In gize
must buy their own weapons. newslctier warned them: :unt.i 1 1962, when, as he ex-

Tust how seriously onef “praitors beware! Even| Plains 1@, he utartedldevoting
ghould take DePugh and the|lOW the cross-hairs are on :z‘zi\;{}c‘;:sh time to Minutemen

Minutemen organization 4e.[the back of your necks.”
B8 In  essence,  the vigilante| He served In the Army in

?ﬁgf:ugmosﬁfﬁféf_;lyls‘mmh‘;,":  doctrine of this strange group world War IL but did not see
pelleved, He is the ony|espouses the ‘incvitability of! combat, He has attended two;
known leader of the group, violent action in the struggle universities and a college, but)
and Is one of its few known between individualism and earned’ no degree. He Isj
members. He is therefore its collectivism. - At. some un- vmarrlegi and the father 'off
sole spokesman. And some of stated time in the future, af- ifive ch’ﬂdren.
te corta, waguely exlainedf DETUER Led L T f)-

ie “'| conditions have come to exist : ! :
in(;‘eoi.d, é}frx;detoyszig,v%e hag|in this country, it will bo| Society and he talks of sev:|
placed the membership in the|time for Minutemen and “all eral long meetings he hns‘had!_
Minutemen = at “more than other good Americans: to with Robert Welch, leader of}
25000.” Last summer he was strike back- at the enemy. = the . Birchers. Eutt1 now ”,'““*-i
a little move” specific, putting The “enemy,” this doctrine two groups have §p it. ;
. continues, ‘is., not just ‘thei The - Birch Society bulletin

A . ; . | for August thls year ex-l
N he says membershi] foreign Communist invader, 22 h
g:;vw rapidly };luring the elecl'.J- but also whoever the Min- plained that when “Mr. De-

- i - "l utemen have . decided ate Pugh’ began steering the
tion campaign and  immed: | American Communists, a lst{Minutemen into becgming an

Htgﬂta%‘;’fg‘h has nevar"'b'f. the . organization claims {o undergmumﬁ; _a'rmid-g]uerriéla
fered any real evidence that have been. compiling for organization’ the Boc C‘P’ e
the -Minutemen ave anything some time. How ¢oes DePugh cided tq drop him ~{rom,
more than essentially a paper conclude someone is & membershin.. Lmation  of
organization with just enough Communist? - o DePugh's: «i:;r; Ema unryf of;
Collowers over the country so| “In our files,” he sald a few|the split a1 *t’I,"»" :}01“*‘1‘\
that they can occasionally months ago, “we state Just Welch's, He m“‘;”'gp 15‘1_11_
FWR?@%%ZZD@WW%?{”%&SS' A person writos 300 Delleved M over . the
wenRT L P mggﬂ’\méggjws@ﬁy%;; ket

~ipr. belongs _ft.sz..‘.@ﬂrqt
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